Intra-hepato-arterial infusions of cis-diamminedichloroplatinum (II) and 5-fluorouracil clinically effective for malignant liver tumors.
Four hepatocellular cancer patients and 11 metastatic liver cancer patients were treated with intra-hepato-arterial infusions of cis-diamminedichloroplatinum (II) plus 5-fluorouracil. Cis-diamminedichloroplatinum (II) (25-35 mg/m2) was given once a week, 5-fluorouracil (150-180 mg/m2) was infused daily. A partial response was obtained in 3 of 4 patients with primary cancer and in 5 of 9 evaluable metastatic cancer patients; the mean response durations were 27+ weeks in the former and 47+ weeks in the latter. However, severe bone marrow suppression occurred in 4 patients; 3 died of septicemia (2 cases) and massive intra-tracheal bleeding, respectively. This combined intra-hepato-arterial chemotherapy exerts a synergistic anticancer effect on malignant liver tumors, however, the related bone marrow suppression remains to be overcome.